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Site Seeing

TRACY HANES
TORONTO STAR

The graciousness of historic
Oakville is reflected in two new
model homes at Monarch’s up-
scale Bronte Creek develop-
ment. 

Outdoor living is also show-
cased at the homes, in rear
yards, which feature gardens,
decks, an outdoor fireplace, ar-
bour and pond.

Toronto’s Mike Niven Interior
Design created the interior style
for both the 3,567-square-foot,
four-bedroom McCorquodale
House and the 2,261-square-
foot Granary.

The McCorquodale House foy-
er sets the tone for elegant liv-
ing, with custom slate floors and
a coffered ceiling, a trend that is
repeated in the adjoining living
room, through upgrades such as
hardwood floors, cornice
mouldings and wall panels.

While the living room is for-
mal, the great room’s warm dé-
cor sets a more relaxed mood, in
neutral shades accented by but-
ter yellows and soft greens. Ni-
ven has dispensed with a coffee
table, in favour of an oversized
leather ottoman.

The room, with marble-sur-
round fireplace, opens to the
kitchen and breakfast area and
ginger- and walnut-coloured
maple cabinets. Two chocolate-
coloured pillars flank the break-
fast bar, adding a touch of dra-
ma, and slate floors unify the
palette. 

Another fireplace helps to cre-
ate a soothing oasis in the up-
stairs master bedroom, which is
done in a soft palette. The en-
suite’s soaker tub and separate
shower complete the relaxing
retreat.

Three other bedrooms are on
the second floor; there’s also a
computer niche and two addi-
tional bathrooms. 

The three-bedroom bungalow
with loft model, the Granary, il-
lustrates how standard finishes
can be sophisticated and stylish.
Its neutral palette is offset with
chocolate and gold hues. 

A wall of windows and two-
storey ceilings emphasize the
open-concept layout of kitchen,
breakfast area and family room,
unified by laminate wood floor-
ing. 

The fireplace in the family
room, a two-sided model, is
shared by the master bedroom.

A coffered ceiling in the dining
room adds a touch of elegance.

The kitchen features furni-
ture-finish cabinetry, laminate
countertops and a breakfast bar. 

The main floor master bed-

room features a large walk-in
closet and an ensuite bathroom.
The plan also includes a main
floor laundry, a second bed-
room, and a second bathroom. 

The loft provides an additional
bedroom, bathroom and living
room.

Monarch also extended the liv-
ing space to the backyards of

each model. All have gardens di-
vided into several seating areas.
A deck becomes an al fresco din-
ing area, or an arbour frames an
outdoor living room. 

A pond and waterfall enhance
the peacefulness of the sur-
roundings and the stone fire pit
or outdoor fireplace provides
for after-dark enjoyment. 

PHOTOS BY JAC JACOBSON

The McCorquodale House’s kitchen features slate floors, an elegant breakfast bar and ginger- and walnut-coloured maple cabinetry. The
Granary’s family room, below left, has a wall of windows and soaring two-storey ceiling open to the loft above. The living space has been
extended outdoors into the backyard at the McCorquodale House, with its deck, outdoor fireplace, pond and waterfall.

*MODELS OF DESIGN

Elegant style
balanced
with comfort

W.D. LIGHTHALL
SPECIAL TO THE STAR

In the late 1990s, Losani Homes
sensed potential for residential
development in the Binbrook
area, south of the now amalgam-
ated cities of Hamilton and
Stoney Creek.

“We were the builder pioneer-
ing in the area. Our first project
there was Country Club Estates,
with about 140 units. It was very
successful,” says Fred Losani, a
principal of Losani Homes. “It
was the first large housing de-
velopment in the (Binbrook)
community and we just thought
it was a good opportunity.”

This spring Losani launched
Country Estates, its second de-
velopment there, which will
eventually total 500 homes.

“The interesting thing, in this
day and age when we have re-
strictions on the amount of de-
velopment land that’s available,
Binbrook provides one of the
largest areas in the Golden
Horseshoe where there is room
for expansion,” Losani says.
“There is availability of product,
and there are amenities and in-
frastructure and it’s available on
a very affordable level.

“It’s close to Hamilton, but just
far enough outside to provide
some breathing space,” adds Lo-
sani.

Country Estates is on a 28-
hectare site within walking dis-
tance of the small town of Bin-
brook. The recent release of lots
in the community offers 57
townhomes and 37 single-de-

tached homes.
The single-detached homes

have a wide variety of floor
plans, including bungalows,
bungalow lofts and two-storey
homes.

Sizes range from 1,250 to 3,200
square feet, the number of bed-
rooms ranges from two to five
and prices start at approximate-
ly $240,000.

The three-bedroom town-
homes range from 1,400 to 1,800
square feet and start at
$190,000. Losani refers to the
community’s design style as
Craftsman. It incorporates fea-
tures such as cedar shake roofs,
dormer windows, front porches
with large pillars and front ele-
vations that combine brick and
stone.

“The design style celebrates
the fact that we are in the coun-
try. However, all the most mod-
ern amenities are available in-

side. It’s very much a smart
house,” Losani says.

Standard features include
coach-styled garage doors, nine-
foot main floor ceilings, an up-
graded trim package for light
fixtures, railings and base-
boards, engineered hardwood
flooring, ceramic tiling in kitch-
ens, foyers and bathrooms and
kitchen cabinetry by Guelph-
based Barzotti Woodworking
Ltd.

To reach the on-site sales cen-
tre, from the QEW take Exit 88
onto Centennial Parkway south,
which becomes Highway 56.
Country Estates is located one
kilometre south of Binbrook
Rd., on the west side of Highway
56.

Hours are Mondays to Thurs-
days 1 to 6 p.m. and weekends,
from noon to 5 p.m. For more in-
formation, call 905-692-2350 or
visit www.losanihomes.com

Country site close to city

The Maplehurst-Craftsman is among the designs offered at
Country Estates, within walking distance of the town of Binbrook.

SHELLY SANDERS GREER
SPECIAL TO THE STAR

New Hamburg is becoming a
haven for active adults looking
to downsize. There are now
three 50-plus communities
here, including Stonecroft,
which just launched its third
phase.

“New Hamburg is a little gem,”
says Sara Hill, sales representa-
tive with Re/Max Twin City Re-
alty. “The town is very small
with a population of 7,000, but
it’s totally self-sustaining. You
can walk to town from Stone-
croft and are just minutes from
Kitchener-Waterloo and Strat-
ford — arts and cultural cen-
tres.”

“A lot of the residents in our
first two phases find New Ham-
burg central to their kids and
grandchildren,” says Lindsay
Leis, property manager, Stone-
croft Homes Inc. “New Ham-
burg is near Toronto and Lon-
don . . . it’s in the centre of it all.”

Stonecroft, which won Project
of the Year from the Waterloo
Region Home Builders Associa-
tion in 2004, is an adult commu-
nity of brick bungalows with
private walking trails and
unique condominium owner-
ship.

“There are only a handful of
low-rise homes in Ontario with
this type of ownership,” says
Leis. “You own the house and
the land, unlike a land-lease,
where you don’t own the land,
and you have to become a mem-
ber of a condominium corpora-

tion.
“People like to own their land,

it gives them a lot of peace of
mind. There are also a lot fewer
restrictions than a land-lease.”

Leis explains that home-
owners pay condo fees of $68 a
month, which will increase
when the recreation centre is
built. Pathways, trails and recre-
ation centre will be shared by all
residents. Homeowners are re-
sponsible for their own grass
cutting and snow removal, but if
they head south for the winter,
maintenance arrangements can
be made at the owner’s expense. 

The homes are on 46-foot to
56-foot-wide lots and can be
customized inside. They are all
two-bedrooms and range from
1,100 square feet to 1,800 square
feet. 

“These homes have great win-
dow designs to facilitate natural
sunlight,” Hill says. “A lot of
time and care was put into the

design of these homes. And for
people who are not used to
open-concept design, we have
decorated show homes to give
ideas about furniture place-
ment.”

To help promote the active life-
style desired by Stonecroft resi-
dents, an 18,200-square-foot
recreation centre is scheduled
to begin construction this fall. It
will include an indoor pool, a
multi-purpose area, lounge/li-
brary, banquet facilities, and ex-
ercise room. 

“Developers have put a lot of
thought into this recreation
centre,” Hill says. “They had
think tanks with existing resi-
dents to get their input as well.”

Phase 3 includes 75 homes and
will be ready for occupancy in
early spring. Prices start at
$249,900 and go to $327,000.
Call 519-662-6621 or toll free
866-278-7577 or click on
www.stonecrofthomes.com

A haven for active adults

All homes at Stonecroft are two-bedroom brick bungalows.

‰ Project: Bronte Creek
‰ Builder: Monarch
‰ Location: Richview Blvd.,
west of Bronte Rd., south of
Hwy. 5, Oakville 
‰ Size: 1,704 to 4,082
square feet
‰ Price: Starting from
$299,990 to $584,990, de-
pending on product
‰ Sales office: Call 905-
825-0794. Hours: Monday
to Thursday from 1 to 8
p.m; Friday from noon to 5
p.m; weekends and holi-
days, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Website: www.monarch-
group.net.

Details

WHAT’S NEXT?®
Get a 3-year Open Variable Rate Mortgage at Prime minus 0.85%
– that’s a 3.4% APR.* Visit your local BMO Bank of Montreal® branch,
call 1 877 466-6339 or visit bmo.com/offer4.

* The Annual Percentage Rate (APR) for the 3-year
Open Variable Rate Mortgage is 3.4% for a
mortgage of $100,000, which has a 25-year
amortization and is based on Bank of Montreal’s
Prime rate, as of July 13, 2005, of 4.25% less
0.85%. This discount is available for applications
approved by November 30, 2005. Mortgage funds
must be advanced within 90 days of application.
All offers subject to meeting Bank of Montreal’s
usual credit criteria. Prime rate is subject to change
without notice. APR assumes no fee(s) apply.

1 Some conditions apply. The quantity of AIR MILES
reward miles issued is based on the size of
mortgage required and insurance options taken.
One bonus per AIR MILES Collector Account only.
AIR MILES reward miles will be awarded once 
mortgage funds have been advanced.

® Registered trade-marks of Bank of Montreal.
®†Trademarks of AIR MILES International Trading B.V.

Used under license by Loyalty Management Group
Canada Inc. and Bank of Montreal.

You’ve just found a mortgage
that’ll really get you moving

Earn up to 
450 AIR MILES®†

reward miles1


